Welcome to the SAGB
Xmas Newsletter
From the Director
This
Christmas’s
newsletter is in the
‘old’
format
due
primarily to time
constraints
and
printing
costs;
however it will still
give a flavour of our
activities in the year.
This year has been
quite extraordinary,
so very busy for the
small SAGB team. The major shellfish issues
continue to be of concern (some very
threatening) to the whole industry and
substantial work is still needed to support and
to mitigate these threats to industry, which is
of course our core function and our raison
d'être.
At the same time, however, a very significant
part of my time has also recently been spent
on the Strategic Review, and on the
underlying changes required that have given
rise to, and come out of, the Review. The
results of the associated Stakeholder Survey
were gratifying in that there were few (if any)
negative comments about our activities and
undoubtedly we are perceived by all,
especially government departments, to be an
important and integral part of the political
landscape in the shellfish sector, however, the
way forward is certainly exercising the little
grey cells!
It has often been said, by those inside and
outside our organisation, that the SAGB does

punch well above its weight and the survey
confirms this.
Undoubtedly, the SAGB is at a fork in the
road. Everyone in industry and government
wants us to survive but we are now facing
significant changes, to our historical funding
arrangements and our access to meeting
rooms in the Hall. So, for some months now, I
have been working hard to deal with these
changes and implications, and to prepare for
the findings of the Review.
One thing however remains clear, everyone in
industry, the regulators & legislators and other
organisations want to see the SAGB survive
and flourish.
The importance of the findings of the Strategic
Review must not be underestimated and 2015
will be a momentous year for us as we move
on to bigger and better things!

I wish all members and their families
a very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.
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SAGB Staffing:






The appointment of Sarah Horsfall last year
as Assistant Director came at an ideal time.
Her ability to respond to the plethora of
consultations that were published by the UK’s
devolved administrations is a major benefit to
SAGB. However the Assistant Director
position is again available as Sarah is now
primarily working on the Marine Legislation.
(more info below)
Natural England Secondment.
As advised at the last Council meeting in
March, this secondment concluded in January.
It was hoped that some form of continuation
could be agreed, this has not come to pass
(yet) however Rob Whiteley is still the NE
lead on shellfish and keeps a close
relationship with us. A repeat secondment is
still a possibility.
Assistant Director/ extra support
Whilst there is undoubtedly a need for the
recruitment of an assistant director in the short
term, due to the uncertainty over finances we
have put this on hold for a short while. There
is an urgent need for some extra office help,
so we are looking for someone to fill this role
in a temporary position in the immediate term.

SAGB Strategic Review & Committee
structure.
Jonathan Shepherd presented the outcomes
of the strategic review to the Council meeting,
along with possible ways forward that, it is
hoped, will secure the future of the SAGB.
One of the recommendations will be for us
to consider is changing the committee
structure that we currently have. The review
has identified that we do not sufficiently cover
some major economic species, particularly
Nephrops and Scallops.
The committee structure, Mollusc Committee,
Crustacea Committee and Training &
Technology
Committee
(formally
the
Cultivation Committee) has been in place
since 1971, some 43 years, so a restructuring
at this juncture may be opportune and perhaps
overdue.
It has been suggested that new more species
specific (or catching method specific) be
introduced, perhaps: 1) Nephrops, 2) Scallop,
3) Mollusc, 4) Crab/Lobster and Whelk, 5)
Cephalopod and 6) a Science committee. (and
possibly Prawn?) Such committees would
need the engagement of other bodies
(processors for Nephrops for example,
academia for Science etc) but this may help
engage other companies/fishermen etc and
therefore help the finances via membership
subscriptions.
No definitive decisions have yet been made
but any help that members can suggest with
these committees would be welcomed.

The other recommendation is for us to
create an Alliance of all (or most) of the UK
fisheries organisations; this will permit one
voice representing the shellfish sector, in
negotiations with the devolved governments.
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To quote the review executive summary:-

Meeting venues for committees.

‘It is recommended that the SAGB undertakes
a 12 month pilot project to build the umbrella
alliance of UK organisations (involved with
wild and farmed shellfish) to become selffinancing; also that it seeks in parallel to
recruit a membership base which more closely
reflects its name (i.e. all UK shellfish sectors
and regions) and which covers the supply
chain, without interfering with the day-to-day
running of the SAGB. On successful
completion of this project, the manager may
be suitable to be employed permanently to
develop the alliance forum and associated
relationships. This staged project model has
the considerable advantage of allowing
flexibility in responding to developing issues.
These include Scottish devolution, the
announcement by MMO of detailed EMFF and
IBO arrangements, proposals coming forward
on the shellfish aquaculture producers’
organisations, etc. But the first priority is to
seek funding to enable this transformation
project to get started and to establish a
steering group in order to action the next steps
for continuity and momentum’

In August we were informed that we (along
with other organisations) will no longer be able
to use the Court Room for our larger
committees: - the Fishmongers’ committee
room will be available for us, however only
seating 14, this may prove too small for some
of our larger meetings. Nevertheless with the
revised committee structure suggested, it may
be that some of the new committees could be
kept below this number.

To this end a small steering group has been
set up to agree aims and objectives, funding
applications and, ultimately, the terms for
employment for and engagement of the
project manager.
[The full report and executive summary are
available from the office.]
This is very exciting for our future.
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It was also suggested that more ‘roving’
meetings (around the coast) may help
introduce potential new industry members to
our activities and in-turn, encourage them to
become new members; however greater
expenditure will be inevitable.
The last Crustacea committee (October) was
held in Edinburgh and was deemed by those
present to be required and to be a success;
however the travel costs alone amounted to
circa. £750.00! It is suggested, therefore that
all committees have at least one meeting in
London with the remainder at various locations
at the coast. For the London meetings, the
proposal (if we can’t fit in the Committee
Room) would be to use Billingsgate market as
an appropriate venue.
SAGB Conference 2014
This year’s conference was another near sell
out. Some 130 delegates heard 15
presentations from a variety of speakers. The
keynote speech, at the start of the first day
was delivered by Dario Dubolino from the EU
Commission, DG Mare, who outlined the
desire, by the EU to promote aquaculture
(much of it shellfish) and the mechanism to
help member states deliver such. The EU
recognises that the major barrier to expansion
was red tape (something SAGB has been
saying for years!) and how member states can
alleviate this through the Multiannual National
Plans, once these plans are approved by the

EU some €6bn in grant aid will be available
through the EMFF scheme.
The UK fisheries minister, Mr George
Eustace MP, delivered the keynote speech on
day two saying he
considered
the
UK’s
shellfish
sector to be a “very
important growing
sector”. He also
recommended that
the aquaculture industry ought to consider the
setting up of a ‘producer organisation’. The
minister commented on many other issues,
including Norovirus, crab management, water
quality MCZ’s and IFCA’s. Lastly he
complimented the SAGB for being an
important representational organisation for our
sector and urged us to continue the good work
with his department.
Presenting the ‘Drummond Lecture’, “The
Fishmongers’ Company and the first 500
years of shellfish and seafood inspection”,
Chris Leftwich, chief inspector of the
Fishmongers’ Company,
described the colourful
origins
of
seafood
inspection beginning in
London
in
the
15th
Century. He identified the
“un-level playing field”
throughout the EU on
enforcement of legislation,
however confirmed that shellfish, nowadays, is
the safest it has ever been.
Andy Abrahams, Colonsay Oysters delivered
a delightful fascinating and amusing talk on his
25 years as a shellfish farmer/crofter on the
remote isle of Colonsay, off the west coast of
Scotland.
Other presentations included talks on
aquaculture in New Zealand, Scallop fishing,
cockle
management,
Project
Inshore,
Euroshell and others.
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Our thanks go to The Crown Estate, Seafish
Natural England, Neogen, Loch Fyne and
MSFOMA for their generous sponsorship of
the 2014 event.

SAGB Conference 2015, May 19th & 20th
Preparations are well underway for our next
conference in May. An interesting array of
speakers are already lined up, these include
(to date): Prof. Ian Boyd, the Government’s
chief scientist, Mike Mitchell from Young’s
Seafoods is delivering the Drummond Lecture,
Huw Thomas from Morrisons, David
Fletcher,
John Goss-Custard,
Paulo
Prodohl, and Charlie Ellis (part of whose
research was funded by the Fishmongers’
Company)
Suggestions and offers of presentations are
always welcome
As usual, we hope to have a small exhibition –
if you are interested in exhibiting or in the
sponsorship opportunities (for the conference
and/or the dinner) please contact the Director.

ALL - Please note the date!!

Food Standards Agency

France is promoting the use of closed areas
when an area is implicated in an outbreak,
however the duration of closure and the
mechanism for reopening remain unclear.
Italy is currently agreeing to a notice on retail
packaging stating that the product must be
cooked before consumption.

 Norovirus:
Following the deliberations early last year and
the impressive ‘U’ turn made by FSA in
negotiating against a legislative limit further
pressure has been placed on FSA by DG
Sanco. Yet conversely DG Sanco is placing
more pressure on member states to create
standards.
The DG is still firmly of the belief that
something must be done sooner rather than
later with each member state being charged
with identifying mitigating procedures.

At a DG Sanco ‘Restricted working group on
Bivalves’ meeting, held in late October, it was
agreed to put the setting of legislative
standards ‘on ice’, whilst further research is
carried out on the potential impacts of
standards and the exposure to Norovirus (from
shellfish) across the EU. HOWEVER, DG
Sanco is still looking for something to be done
in the meantime and they have invited SAGB
to attend the next EU Working group meeting
in Dublin in December for further discussions
on our tool box and other mitigation
techniques.

To move the discussion forward, and to
emphasise the inappropriate nature of action
that will have a seriously damaging effect on
industry across Europe, the SAGB, EMPA and
Bangor University held a workshop in Brussels
in early October. Attended by DG Sanco, DG
Mare, scientists, regulators, governments,
health protection agency and industry, the
workshop undoubtedly raised the profile of the
argument by disputing the need for legislative
changes.
The SAGB remains firm in its belief that the
DG Sanco stance is over-cautious and
disproportionate to the risk.
With the continued support of Fishmongers’  Shellfish Waters Classification:
Company (in the form of specific grant
The review that FSA carried out last year on
support) we have further developed the ‘Tool
the classification system created some
Box’ approach as a means of mitigating the
problems, with 12 areas being downgraded
risk and, most importantly, promoting what the
from B to C in the summer. However the
industry is already doing – the FSA agreed
annual review (carried out each summer and
with this approach and have presented this in
announced in September) showed that, due to
Brussels as an option at the October meeting
the severe storms in the winter of 2013/4 and
of the Bivalve working group.
the subsequent poor microbiological readings,
many areas, particularly in the South West
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were facing further downgrades. In practice all
beds on the Exe, Teign, Fowey, Helford, Fal,
Camel, Taw and Torridge were under threat of
closure.
After much lobbying and stern representation,
from the SAGB, an agreement was reached
as to the past winter being ‘exceptional’,
additional sampling carried out, and ultimately
downgrades were kept to a minimum. A ‘hard
won’ triumph for SAGB, our members and
common sense!

 Cadmium in Brown meat of crab
In 2013 the SAGB
agreed with FSA
to
set
up
a
working group to
look at this issue
and to discuss IF
a code of conduct
could be achieved
in the processing
sector by the removal of the hepatopancreas
(where a higher level of Cd is found) to reduce
the potential exposure of Cadmium to the
consumer.
The outcome of the SAGB led workshop was
that it is unlikely to be possible to set a code of
conduct due to the differing techniques utilised
by the processing industry. However, it was
agreed to convene a small steering group to
come up with further possibilities
This steering group met in the spring and
resolved that a consumption survey be carried
out. This was ultimately done by Seafish and
as expected demonstrated that brown meat of
Crab was only consumed in small quantities
by a small section of the population.
However, FSA still feel that the precautionary
principle must apply and they have a duty to
inform consumers about the ‘possible’
negative effects of consuming brown meat of
crab.
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The timing of this is important, as in the past
few weeks two consignments of live crab,
exported to China, have been destroyed by
Chinese officials, after high levels of cadmium
and chromium was found to be present in the
crab meat. FSA has advised exporters to carry
out tests to demonstrate compliance with the
more stringent (than the EU) Chinese
regulations.
At the recent meeting of the steering group (4th
Nov), following a presentation of research by
the Natural History Museum demonstrating
that the levels of cadmium are not relative to
size/age of crabs, it became apparent that
FSA believes that some consumer advice IS
necessary unless industry can identify means
of reducing Cd levels in the end product via
changes to processing practice (which seems
unlikely).
Industry
is,
however,
itself
considering funding research into cadmium
absorption in humans as, it is hypothesised,
such absorption is reduced when selenium is
present (as with mercury in some fish
species). FSA expressed interest in this, but
until tangible results are available, consumer
advice is still their preferred way forward.
It will be the terminology of such advice that
will become important and the SAGB will
continue the dialogue with FSA to try and
mitigate any scaremongering by the media
and the subsequent damage to trade. For
example will the media recognise the
difference between the ‘brown meat of crab’
and ‘the meat of a brown crab’? !

DEFRA
 Western Waters
In 2013, the EU
informed
Defra
that
our
crab
fishing effort in
western waters breached the crab effort
ceiling previously set under Regulation EC
1954/2003. The MMO has therefore sought to
reduce active crab fishing by 20% per annum
through voluntary self-regulation. The 2003
ceiling was based on data submitted by Defra
to Brussels at the time. The south west
industry has always maintained that the 2003
submission was too low, and that officials had
promised that an uplift would be considered if
missing data could be identified. After the
March meeting of the Crustacean Committee
SAGB sent a detailed letter to Defra
summarising industry concerns that the 2003
baseline was flawed, that officials had once
promised to rectify the situation, that the effort
index in question (kw-days) is a meaningless
effort unit for crabbers, and stressing that the
purpose of the original legislation was to
regulate the allocation of fishing opportunity
between Member States, rather than to
manage the fisheries. Since conservation is in
this context not the issue, SAGB asked for a
review by the Commission in the hope of
securing an uplift. In a second letter, SAGB
place a Freedom of Information request for
detailed extraction of crab effort trends in all
the western water areas since 2003 in order to
examine whether effort has been rising or is
still, as the industry maintains, stable. Defra
has declined to accept our point of view on the
grounds that because the crab stocks are
assessed to be fully or over-exploited any
uplift is not justifiable, and the MMO has
declined the FOI request owing to resourcing
issues. SAGB is deliberating where to go from
here.
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 Hastings Shingle Bank
Using up to date information from the detailed
log books recorded by SAGB member Peter
Storey of Brighton, Dr Bannister has
established that Mr Storey’s crab catch rates
closest to the southern edge of Hasting
Shingle Bank have shown periodic increases
and decreases relative to his catch rates
further south, and that these changes appear
to
be
inversely
related
to
the
presence/absence of gravel dredging in
licensed dredging areas on top of the Bank.
Mr Storey has protested his concern about
licensed dredging in this area for many years.
He believes that with the prevailing current
systems in the area, dredging sends increased
quantities of sediment into his fishing area at
the peak time of crab migration in autumn, and
that this is what affects his catch rates. The
present dredging licence at Hastings will be
reviewed next year, and Dr Bannister visited
the MMO in September to give a detailed
presentation on the concerns by Mr Storey,
and the most recent trends in his logbook
data. He is also in touch with Cefas who will
be undertaking their own analysis of the log
book data prior to the review. SAGB will make
a further assessment of the situation at the
end of this year’s autumn fishery.

 Defra Shellfish Science Symposium
Mid October saw the convening of the first
Defra Science Symposium, as part of Defra’s
work to ensure sustainable shellfisheries and
their
desire
to
increase
collective
understanding of the current state of evidence
and research on non-quota shellfish stocks.
Over
70
scientists,
UK
Devolved
Administrations, Crown Dependencies, NGOs,
EU Member States and key shellfish industry
representatives attended the Symposium.
This large gathering of scientists from
academia
and
government
agencies
discussed many topics ranging from stock
assessments, tagging schemes, management
options and research on a variety of topics
related to all species of shellfish. SAGB made
a significant contribution through Colin
Bannister, who gave a perspective on shellfish
research during his Cefas shellfish years. The
main research gaps were discussed at length
and these primarily centred on the lack of
data, and the consequential opportunities that
industry may be in a position to help with and
the fact that there seems to be little
collaboration between researchers and no
availability for industry to access the research
that has been carried out.
The SAGB offered to be more proactive in this
area (given appropriate funding) and it is
possible that we could be in a position to
‘manage’ a repository for such information and
even
host
further
symposia.
There
undoubtedly was a need identified by many
present for a forum to permit presentations
and discussion around ongoing work and
future research needs. It was felt that industry
should be in a position to engage more and
the SAGB was cited as one such possibility. In
time there could be a strong link with the next
phases of Project Inshore.

NFFO shellfish Policy workshop
The National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organisations (NFFO) recently convened a
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one-day summit meeting in the splendid
Admiral’s House at the former Royal Naval
College Greenwich. Participants included
industry representatives from England, Jersey
and the Isle of Man; members of the Defra
shellfish team; Cefas Lowestoft; the Marine
Stewardship Council; and others. SAGB was
represented by the Director & Dr Bannister,
and the IFCAs by Sarah Clark. The meeting
was opened by the Chair of NFFO, and
chaired by Gary Hodgson (crab processor
from Bridlington) who chairs the NFFO
Shellfish Committee.
The meeting provided a comprehensive
review of current crab assessments (Ewen
Bell, Cefas), the Defra policy background,
including the MSY objective specified by the
EU CFP and Marine Strategy Framework
Directive (Shaun Mclennan, Defra), IFCA
activities on crustacean management and
research (Sarah Clark), the chequered history
of reports, negotiations and consultations on
crab and lobster management (Colin
Bannister), and a refurbished version of the
NFFO Shellfish Policy developed in 2011
(Paul Trebilcock and Dale Rodmell). The
SAGB position is that although current
assessments show a need to reduce crab
effort, aspects of the methodology and the
data are too uncertain to justify reducing effort,

which should therefore be capped at the
current level to prevent further deterioration.
The NFFO feels that the diversity between
regions and vessels of different sizes rules out
a ‘big-bang’ approach that tries to solve
everything in one go, and that more progress
will be made using small steps tailored to each
region…the so-called regional tool-box
approach. SAGB agreed to support this
approach. Industry agreed to start by capping
effort in the important over 15m vivier fleet,
and possibly increasing regional minimum
sizes, provided that dormant licences held
under the national licensing system are first
removed, which clearly requires high level
action by Defra. SAGB accepted this priority,
and suggested adopting a step-wise
management plan for each regional fishery, as
a commitment to achieving sustainability in the
long term. Despite unanimity round the table,
the meeting ended on an uncertain note when
Defra (Yiota Apostolaki) asked what the
industry was prepared to implement on the
basis of self-regulation, an intervention that
unfortunately stopped the meeting in its tracks.
No date was set for a follow-on meeting.
In December this year the SAGB has, jointly
with NFFO, sent a letter to the UK fisheries
minister noting that NFFO and SAGB will be
collaborating with members at the coast to
encourage the use to fishing vessels to gather
data to help with stock assessments and to
requesting action on the important issue of
latent capacity and suggesting guidance is
given to IFCA’s, as some are seen as acting
very differently to others.
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Current Projects:
 ACRUNET Atlantic
Users Network.

Crab

Resource

The ACRUNET project has now entered its
final year and is reaching the point where
many of the tasks identified in the initial phase
are almost completed. This past year there
have been three partner meetings – Edinburgh
in March, Lisbon in June and Bristol in
October – all showed a significant and positive
trend with growing attendance from the fishing
sector. In addition to the full plenary sessions,
there have been three Activity Working Group
meetings (Activities 4, 5 and 6).
Transnational management of crab fisheries
(Activity 3) is an aspiration of ACRUNET but is
fraught with difficulty. At the Edinburgh
meeting there was consensus that the most
urgent issue is latent effort and the scientific
partners are proceeding along those lines. It is
planned to follow-up with a meeting in Dublin
in early 2015. In the Channel fishery there is a
serious problem regarding effort restriction
and ACRUNET is urging DG MARE to change
the regulation in question as it is inappropriate
for static gear.
The transnational crab standard (Activity 4)
became truly transnational when a group of
UK, Irish and French fishermen met in
Portsmouth last February to agree the final
details of audit procedures. The transnational
crab standard is an additional add-on to the
individual national fishing standards and can
now claim approximately 40 vessels audited to
ISO 65 level. A guide to assist fishermen with
grading and following best practice is being
prepared and will be available on the project
website (www.acrunet.eu) by the end of 2014.

Activity 5, led by Seafish, continues to delve
deeper into the core of the brown crab industry
and has come up with some very useful
findings so far. The trends and drivers
uncovered are invaluable for long-term
decision-making by all sectors, from fishing to
processing and marketing. These findings
have informed those involved (Activity 7) in
market promotion in developing novel
promotional materials for use in all countries
(see website). Other issues which could
disrupt the industry, such as negative publicity
around possible contaminants, animal welfare,
environmental issues and the like are being
assessed to enable industry to deal with them
in a rational and responsible manner.
Activity 6 is all about innovation. Product
formats and packaging have been explored
and reported (see report on website); waste
utilisation is close to commercial-scale trials
and while the work is carried out in Spain
there is close collaboration with industry in the
south of England. Finally, a WG to deal
specifically with trials on misting systems to
improve transport of live crab, had a very
productive meeting at Gatwick Airport in April
which was attended by representative
organisations, development agencies and
fishermen from all the producer countries.
With the conclusion of this industry-based
project looming, it is not surprising the

partners are drawing up their “wish-lists” for
ACRUNET 2. The various strands of work,
while giving answers to some questions have,
inevitably, raised others.
The fishery
management issue while making head-way
will not be solved completely; there remains
considerable work to do and a body such as
ACRUNET is still the best option to bring all
the parties together. It is therefore hoped that
SAGB will be at the centre of ACRUNET 2.
 Project Inshore

Project Inshore is a multi-stakeholder initiative
led by Seafish, the Marine Stewardship
Council (MSC) and SAGB, launched in June
2012 which seeks to work toward an
environmentally sustainable future for English
inshore fisheries. Project Inshore uses the
MSC standard and Pre Assessment process
as a gap analysis by which to review the
current status and management of fisheries
around the English coast, using this
information to highlight best practice in English
inshore fisheries, to drive improvements and
attract investment in the sector.
The project is supported by an Advisory Group
made up of representatives from NUTFA,
NFFO, AIFCA, IFCA, WWF, Defra, Natural
England, Marks & Spencer, Direct Seafoods,
Seafish and SAGB and chaired by the MSC.
Work has been carried out in close
collaboration with the English IFCAs.
The results of the project so far indicate that
some stocks fished in the English Inshore are
already ‘well managed’ and likely to meet the
Good Environmental Status Requirements, for
example, as defined in the EU Marine Strategy
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Framework Directive. Most of these stocks are
managed by EU quotas, set by means of a
Long Term Management Plan, with regular
and routine scientific advice provided by ICES.
Some spatially restricted inshore bivalve
fisheries where management responsibility is
clearly devolved to a local grantee, such as an
IFCA are also highlighted as well managed.
All other stocks are identified as having “gaps”
and it is these gaps, as well as the critical
question of where responsibility lies for
addressing these gaps, that are examined in
the Project Inshore Stage 3 reports currently
being finalised and prepared for publication.
These reports will provide IFCA specific
guidance in the development of adaptive stock
management for those stocks or species
where the IFCAs may be best placed to lead
on stock management.
The next stage of Project Inshore focuses on
using this information to develop projects to
implement improvements in the English
inshore and address these gaps – using the
MSC process strategically, to highlight areas
for improvement and driving change on the
ground.
Project Inshore could not have been carried
out without funding from EFF, the Sustainable
Fisheries Fund, Direct Seafoods, Marks &
Spencer, the Marine Stewardship Council,
New
England
Seafoods,
Sainsbury’s,
Samways and Seafish.

 Lobster recipe booklet
This

recipe
booklet,
similar to the
Oyster
and
Crab booklets
that
SAGB
has produced
in the past, is
currently
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under construction. Having received funds for
this project from Fishmongers’ Company and
the Canadian High Commission, it contains 5
recipes for the European Lobster and 5 for
Canadian lobsters, all having been supplied by
celebrity chefs from both sides of the pond!
The forward has been written by Rick Stein
and it is hoped to have the hard copy books
available early in the New Year.
Text Alert/Water Quality Project
The SAGB has applied for
funding from Seafish to run
this project. The text
alert/water quality project is
designed to be the second
step in a process to address
the threats to the aquaculture industry of poor
and variable water quality. The greatest threat
to the existing industry and to expansion of the
industry is variable water quality which is
unpredictable and can result in product which
is detrimental to public health.
It is not possible in the short term for water
companies to ensure all pathogens are
removed from the effluent they put into rivers,
estuaries and coastal waters. These
pathogens (particularly norovirus) have a
potentially
devastating
effect
on
an
aquaculture business, and their presence in
the water where an aquaculture business is
located cannot currently be reliably detected
or predicted. It is therefore essential that a
methodology
is
developed
to
allow
aquaculture businesses to predict the water
quality and ensure accurate data are available
so that a business can make informed
management decisions.
A small trial Text Alert project has been run by
Seafish working with a water company to
develop a system where events likely to affect
the water quality have been notified to
aquaculture companies and other interested
parties. That was the first stage of a three
stage process to ensure aquaculture

companies throughout England have access
to predictable quality water. This project is for
the second stage and involves the following
tasks:
• Carry out a review of the current pilot
system, check its functionality and complete
an assessment of what impact the text alert
system is having on recipients.
• When the evidence has been collated, write
a report on the effectiveness of the pilot text
alert system.
• Assess the viability of the data analysis
system developed by SAGB member Myles
Bloodsmyth, Exmouth Mussels, for use in
other harvesting areas.
• Using the above reports, write a project
application for EMFF funding to be submitted
to the MMO and others to request funding for
the expansion of the text alert system to cover
other areas of England.
• After submitting the funding application,
begin work on planning the next stages of the
project.
It is hoped to commence this project in the
very near future.

SAGB Website
We have had a number of ‘experts’ working on
resolving the problems with the website. In
short, the hacking we suffered last year has
caused much more significant damage than
previously suggested, so much so that we are
being recommended to remove the entire site
and start from scratch again. This is due to the
virus infection implanted in the site, a type that
replicates immediately when it is removed
from any one file! (frightening stuff!!)
As a consequence we are forced to accept
that we shall have to invest in a new website.
Quotations are being sought and we hope to
commission the work in the near future and
have the site operational early in the New
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Year. We also have to bear in mind that the
new site may have to act in a dual capacity,
SAGB and the new Alliance and financed
accordingly.

Consultation responses.

Here is a list of consultations during the
period. Not all of these have merited a
response, but even without that they take up
time to read each one in order to decide if a
response is necessary!
Wales – Water Strategy for Wales
Wales – Nature Recovery Plan
Wales – Marine Planning Wales
Defra – River Basin Management Plans
Review
Defra – Amending environmental damage
regulations
Defra – Article 38 Offshore safety regulations
Defra – IFCA’s report
Defra – Reform of small sewage discharges
Defra – Implementation of EMFF
DG SANCO – Consumer Health
Scotland – Review of nitrate vulnerable zones
MMO – Revision to Marine Licenses &
Charges
EU – Endocrine disruptive substances &
biocides
EU – Small businesses act
Environment Agency - Water Framework
Directive & RBMP’s
MMO – Marine Planning (South and East)

The Water Framework Directive
As you might already know the Water Framework Directive (WFD) is the European legislation which
controls water quality for water in rivers, estuaries and coastal waters. The legislation promotes
water quality by making it a requirement to achieve good ecological status in these waters. Every six
years plans are produced which detail what needs to happen over the next period to ensure good
ecological status is attained, or evidence why it cannot be.
These plans therefore represent our industries opportunity to influence what happens during the
next six years. It was recognized in the last cycle, which was the first, that coastal waters were not
given as much consideration as inland waters because of the difficulties involved, so there is a real
focus this time on rectifying this. It is our opportunity to have our say on the next six years of water
quality, which includes fishing in inshore waters.
The plans are currently out for consultation. Key consultation points;
 There are over 800 separate documents.
 For example in England there are 8 different areas, for
the Humber region alone there are 5 documents
consisting of 395 pages!
 This is only the region specific information, there are then
many supporting documents, for example the shellfish
water action plans, of which there are 71 different ones.
 Then there is Wales, with 12 different areas and Scotland
as well.
 The consultation is also linked to the flood plan
consultation and should be read in conjunction with that
as well.
Water Framework Directive is relevant in inshore, coastal waters and estuaries, as such it has an
effect on inshore fishing and aquaculture: There are three major issues for the industry.
 The aim of WFD is to achieve good ecological status. That is judged on a number of criteria,
but these are cumulative, think of it like a points system, for illustration they may have to stay
below 100 negative points. Fishing in that area may be 20 points at the moment, and the
total of all effects 89. They need to build some new flood defences, and they will add 25 to
the total, but they can't go above 100, so it would be easy to just restrict fishing to stay below
100. That is a simplistic view, but we need to make sure our industries are not being
targeted to enable other industries to continue.
 There is a "get out clause" in WFD for what is called heavily modified waterbodies. There are
those which are allowed not to achieve good ecological status because there are already too
many anthropogenic effects. Some areas are classed as highly modified because of fishing
effort. The proposal is to de-classify some of these, and we need to look at these specifically
to see of this will result in reduced fishing effort being enforced in the future.
 Shellfish waters are protected areas under WFD. This means in theory they are not allowed
to deteriorate in terms of water quality. But we all know shellfish waters are being
downgraded under the classification system. These need to be investigated individually to
understand why they are deteriorating and then to suggest ways to at least keep them the
same if not improve them.
As I hope you can see this is a massive task and one where we need
input and comments from Members because it is important to
reference problems in local areas in order to influence the plans which
will be in place for the next six years. So any comments please send
these to Sarah Horsfall at SAGB.

Molluscan Shellfish Disease Investigations 2013-2014
A Report from Mike Gubbins, Cefas.
Below is a summary of the disease events seen in shellfish during 2013-14 listed by species. Some
of the issues were identified as a result of routine inspections by the FHI, but the majority were
reported by the farmers involved, which highlights the importance of carrying out regular health
inspections of your stock and informing the FHI of any unusual of large mortalities.
Native Oysters
The screening of native oysters for all diseases listed above is
an ongoing programme of work, and for the period 2013 -14,
we collected 20 samples of native oysters from around the
coast of England and Wales.
The results of these samples confirmed the ongoing presence
of Bonamia ostreae in all of the known positive areas, but no
new areas of infection. However, the positive areas did return
differing levels of infection, with prevalence of the parasite in
samples varying from 0% to 17%. The natural (wild) fisheries
sampled tended to have the lowest prevalence, whilst relayed
stock tended to have the highest prevalence, reflected in the
current guidance on relaying native oysters in Bonamia
positive areas, which advises to reduce the density of shellfish
lays as much as possible.
Pacific Oysters
 Oyster herpesvirus
Once again the main concern for Pacific oyster farmers was (OsHV-1μVar), with two new areas
becoming affected: Poole Harbour in 2013; and the River Crouch in 2014. In addition we also
witnessed the spread of virus within the CD in the Blackwater from the initial site at Goldhanger, first
affected in 2012, through to Thirslett, on into the creeks at Salcott and further to Mersea Shore, this
spread all took place in the summer of 2014. All of these events, as with previous OsHV-1μVar
outbreaks, were associated with noticeable mortalities, seen in all life stages, but most significant in
juvenile oysters. Despite the initial impact on these populations, it does appear that it is possible to
manage farmed stock with the virus, although losses can be expected to hit when the water
temperature rises in the late spring and early summer. Controls on movements seem to be the only
means of stopping the spread of the virus, and new outbreaks are often associated with
introductions of oysters from infected areas.
 Mikrocytos mimicus
In the spring of 2013 following a particularly prolonged period of cold
weather, a number of oyster farmers on the east coast of Norfolk reported
unusual levels of mortality in adult oysters during depuration. On
investigation it was found that a previously unreported parasite was found in
these weakened oysters: now identified as Mikrocytos mimicus. The
infection presented mainly in adult oysters after prolonged exposure to the
unusually cold weather conditions on the east coast in the winter and early
spring of 2013. The farmers reported poor survival through purification, and
the main visible sign was the presence of greenish lesions in the adductor
muscle (see fig 1). As well as the loss of stock due to the infection, farmers
also reported loss of revenue, where the green lesions made the oysters unsuitable for sale.
Subsequent testing showed that the infection disappeared from affected oysters during the summer
of 2013, and has not been found in 2014, despite further testing. The shellfish affected by the
infection did not recover well, with one farmer reporting that significant numbers of oysters from the
oldest year class did not survive through to market.
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 Haplosporidium nelsoni
Rounding off what has been an eventful couple of years for farmers of Pacific oysters, the FHI
received reports in September 2014 of an unusual mortality event in farmed Pacific oysters in South
Devon, which resulted in the identification of another parasite: Haplosporidium nelsoni.
Haplosporean life stages were seen in histological samples taken from two Pacific oysters (out of 60
tested) from two sites in one estuary, and confirmed as H. nelsoni by molecular testing. Subsequent
sampling has not resulted in further positives.
Although this was the first identification of this haplosporidian in England, the parasite has been
reported in oysters elsewhere, most notably causing mortalities in the American oyster C. virginica.
It was first identified in Pacific oysters in America during the 1970s and has been seen more
recently in Pacific oysters from France and Ireland.
Although H. nelsoni is not now thought of as a significant pathogen in Pacific oysters, we are
keeping a watching brief on the situation, particularly as the presence of the parasite in oysters
seems to be restricted to a small area in one estuary in Devon
Mussels
There have been no reports of disease-related to mortalities in
mussels received by the FHI in 2014, and only one event was
reported in 2013, when mussels from the Wash were submitted
for screening by the Eastern IFCA following a reduction in the
biomass expected on one of the beds within the Wash Fishery
Order. No significant disease pathology was identified in the
mussels submitted.
Outside of the UK, there was a large scale mussel mortality
affecting between 10 and 100% of juveniles and adults (but not
spat) reported in the Charentais sluice in France in the spring of
2014 (see Fig. 2). The official report from Ifremer (the EU
reference laboratory for mollusc diseases) supported a multi-factoral event associated with a
pathogenic bacteria, Vibrio splendidus, poor environmental conditions and mussels in spawning
condition.
Scallops
There have been sporadic reports of the appearance of dead shell
in the scallop fishery in Lyme Bay over the past two years, most
often reported in the spring and early summer and possibly
associated with periods of extreme weather. Samples received at
the Weymouth laboratory have not identified any listed diseases,
although low numbers of rickettsia-like organisms (RLOs) were seen
in some samples. RLOs have previously been associated with
disease in several different species of mollusc from a number of
areas around the world. However the cause of the problem is still
under investigation to try to understand if these RLOs are an
underlying issue in what has been observed.
Reporting: If mortality is noticed in any stock, contact should be
made as soon as possible to: FHI, Cefas Laboratory, Barrack Road,
The Nothe, Weymouth, DT4 8UB, 01305 206 700 Email:
fhi@cefas.co.uk www.gov.uk/government/groups/fish-healthinspectorate
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Gangmasters Licensing Authority.
The Morecambe Bay Disaster of 5th February
2004 led to legislation setting up the GLA. Mrs
Gillian Mills was appointed to the Board to
represent the SAGB in February 2009. Her
primary aim was to remove aquaculture
operations from legislation believed to be
caught up in the definition of “gathering” as set
out in the Bill. This could have impacted, as it
was written, on all ‘shellfish cultivators’ within
the British Isles.
The break through occurred following the
success of the senior civil servant farm visits
in April 2011, to the Blackwater and West
Mersea operators and established the points
of error, in the wording of the legislation.
Accordingly the emphasis was changed and
‘cultivators’ are now not seen as requiring GLA
registration.
2014 saw the GLA move to the Home Office
(from Defra), the brief was extended to
trafficked people, crime associated with
organised gangs from Eastern Europe in all
aspects of trade and movement of goods and
people within the broad GLA sector.

Dr Colin Bannister, SAGB Chairman.
2014 was an important year for Colin as,
members will be pleased to learn, he has been
presented with not one but TWO significant
honours. The first award came from the
Fisheries Society of the British Isles, which
awarded him the Le Cren Medal for 2014 for
his
‘lifelong
contribution
to
fisheries
management and the public understanding of
the discipline’.
The medal was presented, by Dr Ian Winfield,
President
of
FSBI, in July at
the
Deep
Aquarium
in
Hull beside the
Humber, and
not far away
from
Hull
Grammar
School, his old
alma mater. The second award is his recent
admission to the status of Emeritus Fellow at
Cefas Lowestoft, which he will hold for five
years in recognition that ‘his high standing will
bring an enhanced status to Cefas’.

The GLA Board will be reduced to 8 Non
Executive Members early in 2015. Gillian is
stepping down from the Board at this time.
The SAGB and all cultivators in the UK owe
her a debt of gratitude for her efforts on the
board for the past 6 years.

In recognition of this service Council have
awarded Gillian ‘Honorary Life Membership
of SAGB’.
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Dr Colin Bannister has been SAGB
chairman for four years and we are very
lucky to have him!

Media enquiries.
During the year the office has dealt with many
media enquiries that have resulted in
interviews on national and regional television,
a number of newspaper investigations from
the Daily Mail, the Guardian and the Times
and a significant number from investigative
journalists wanting information regarding
prawn imports, water quality, norovirus
standards, mussel production & farming
methodologies,
illegal
harvesting,
gangmasters, pain in crustaceans and
Canadian lobster imports (to name a few!!)

Seafish
Additional support:Marine
Legislation
SAGB is delighted to have been awarded a
contract by Seafish to deliver consultancy on
marine environmental legislation. Sarah
Horsfall is acting in this capacity. The funded
contract is for 2.5 days per week until the end
of March 2015 with the possibility that it will be
extended beyond that date in the next
corporate plan period. Sarah will therefore
primarily work on this contract and will reduce
her time working on SAGB issues to ½ day
per week.
The SAGB continues to attend and contribute
at a number of the Seafish meetings. These
include:
o
o
o
o

The Domestic & Export Panel
FLEG (Food Legislation)
ACIG (Aquaculture common issues group)
Common Language Group
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As always, and at the risk or repeating
oneself, the operation of the SAGB would not
be possible without the practical help and
support to the Director of many ‘volunteer’
individuals in advice and attending meetings
on behalf of SAGB. These include our
President Jeremy Simmonds, our Chairman
Dr Colin Bannister, Hon. Treasurer Ian
Arnold, Council members Gillian Mills,
James Wilson, Richard Emans, Peter Hunt,
Sarah Clark and some Seafish staff.

As ever, the SAGB and the entire shellfish
industry continues to be deeply indebted
and very grateful to Fishmongers’ Company
for its support, without which the Association
would not be able to function in the way in
which it does and would also face a very
dubious future!

We wish you a very Happy Christmas.
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