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Structure of Presentation 

CaBA: a Government funded approach for delivering 
improvements to water bodies in ways that maximise social 
and economic benefits 

Third sector organisations are funded to build Catchment 
Partnerships covering all of England 

Making significant progress in fluvial parts of catchments 
 Still a challenge to extend “CaBA effect” to coastal waters 
 But we are working on it and the shellfish sector  can 

benefit, we would value your participation 



What CaBA does 

 Aims for healthy and fully functioning ecosystems throughout 
catchment 
 Secures active involvement of community and all interested parties 
 Expands evidence base and places at heart of discussion 
 Builds consensus on measures needed and benefits desired 
 Pursues multiple benefits (flood protection, biodiversity etc) 
 Levers funding from a range of sources (e.g EU, Heritage Lottery  
Fund, businesses, beneficiaries)  
 Right measures in right place 
 Bottom up approach but links into wider plans  
 Catchment hosts are the honest brokers that link and drive all this 

 



Integrated catchment management 

Ecosystem service mapping 



Catchment Based Approach (CaBA)  

 
www.catchmentbasedapproach.org 

 

~100 De-centralised 
partnerships 
 
~70% have rivers trust 
host or co-host role 

http://www.catchmentbasedapproach.org/
http://www.catchmentbasedapproach.org/


EA Catchments 



CaBA Partnerships 



CaBA National Support Group  

•Angling Trust 
•Catchment Sensitive Farming 
•Defra  
•EA 
•Forestry Commission   
•Freshwater Habitats Trust  
•Groundwork Trust  
•National Trust 
•NE  
•RSPB 
•Salmon & Trout Conservation Trust 
•The Rivers Trust 
•The Wildlife Trusts  
•Wildfowl and Wetland Trust 
•WWF  
•Water UK 
 

•Joint Secretariat – provided 
by: 
 The Rivers Trust & 
 The Wildlife Trusts 



Your Tees Catchment Partnership 



Multiple initiatives, partnerships, 

local plans and projects throughout 

catchment 

CABA presents 

Opportunity to join 

thinking and share 

resource and 

knowledge 

    = woodland/ag 

initiative 

     = HLF  

      = local auth 

      = LNP 

 



Cocker Beck Catchment Project 
 

                       Working at a catchment scale has multiple benefits… 

 

 

But first we need to find out what the problems 

are/perceived to be. 



Making a sound 

business case for 

water and soil 

management = 

changes in practice 



Farm 

improvements = 

reduced loss 

and risk and 

improved water 

quality 



Community Engagement = increased awareness/interest 



Training community to gather evidence and 

understand = empowerment and ownership. 



Improving habitat in urban becks uncovering and dealing 

with issues making beck safer and improving water quality 



Jul 2015 – April 2016 

Darlington 

243 street champions 

6453 hours volunteered 

8 tons litter picked  

3.2 from becks 

Promoted Wider volunteer 

initiative 



All working to 

stop this……. 



…..getting here. 



Vibrant, functioning river ecosystem = benefits for marine ecosystem  

Volunteer monitoring 

(efishing, surveys, riverfly) 

Volunteer work – INNS, seal 

watching, tree planting 
Agricultural advise – 

reducing diffuse ag pollution  

development of payment 

for ecosystem services 

Increased knowledge of 

where problems exist and 

monitoring efficiency of 

projects 

Buy in and ownership of the 

river by the community 

Saving money on farm and 

maintaining viability  

Quality of life 

Supporting local business 

and economy 

Increase in number of 

visitors to the area 

Increased awareness 

and interest in the river 

Keeping skills within the area 
Less cost in water 

treatment 
Food security 

Education 

Water quality continues 

to improve  



Ecosystem failure means…  

Consequences 

-ive impacts on water quality/ supply 

-ive impacts on human health 

Loss of biodiversity 

Loss of amenity value 

-ive impacts on tourism 

Flooding/Drought 



Data & evidence in catchment planning 

Consideration of data & evidence is vital throughout stakeholder-led 

catchment planning - it enables and facilitates the entire process 

Shared 
understanding  

Common 
language 

Explore complex 
issues 

Target measures 

Predict 
benefits 

Identify 
pressures 



We have developed a series of simple models to 
map land… 

• Critical for the delivery of multiple ecosystem services 

• Where these areas conflict with agricultural practice 

• Where sustainable intensive agriculture could occur 

Designed to… 

• Initiate discussion between stakeholders 

• Provide evidence to engage with potential funders 

• Assess the scale of the challenge & the potential for success 

Ecosystem services  mapping 



                        Source: Bide & Cranston (2014)                  

 

Synergy - The Power of Partnership 



• Why has CaBA to date not driven action to improve failing water bodies 

in Transitional and Coastal Waters to the same degree as in fluvial 

locations? 

• Task and finish group set up to address this 

• Comprises local players, to get to heart of the matter 

• Joint exercise with representatives of Coastal Partnerships 

• Group focusing on: 

• driving much better collation, sharing and interpretation of key data 

relating to coastal waters 

• producing guidance to the Catchment and Coastal Partnership 

Networks 

• Input from members of shellfish sector would be valued 

CaBA’s TraC Waters Working Group   



Partnership working & opportunities  

• Estuarial & inshore fisheries science & 
management 

• Ecosystem Services Mapping  
• Reduction of algal blooms and eutrophication 
• Pollution & misconnections   
• Bathing water quality & Shellfish water quality  
• Sedimentation 
• FCRM 
• Invasive Non Native Species (INNS)  

 



In conclusion 
• Joint delivery of environmental measures, using the capabilities of 

and funding of external players, is definitely here to stay 
 

• Surely, shellfish sector MUST be  a beneficiary if we step up 
progress on diffuse pollution under CaBA and can mobilise 
CaBA’s effect in TraC waters? 

 
• Improving shellfish water quality could be a key measure of 

success for CaBA 
 
• Keen to make contacts with anyone interested in linking in to 

Partnerships’ efforts to drive improvements at the coast 
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