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Eastern Central North Sea 
FIP

The creation of a demonstrably sustainable fishery to ensure a 
long term economically viable fishery, opening new markets and 
demonstrating how vivier boats can lead the way on North Sea 

Brown Crab sustainability



The FIP area

Hvide Sande, 
Denmark

Eemshaven, 
Netherlands



Market context

High grade
Better price
More 
volatility

Lower grade
Lower prices
Less volatility



FIP information

https://shellfish.org.uk/brown-crab-fip/ 

https://shellfish.org.uk/brown-crab-fip/


Preassessment outcomes

P1

P2

P3



Stock sustainability challenges

Fishery 
overexploited, 
and effort likely  

increasing

Larval drift from west to 
east, though stock biology 

poorly understood



Management challenges
Fishery straddles the EEZs of 
Netherlands, Germany, and 
Denmark

Any development of a harvest 
strategy would require support 
from these countries (and crab 
fishing vessels)



Key activities for 2025
• Standardised collection of LPUE from each vessel

• Actual CPUE and length-based data to be determined from additional 
sampling of reference strings

• Synthesis of knowledge on stock biology and oceanographic data to 
provide further insights into stock dynamics

• Outreach with fisheries scientists and managers in Netherlands, Denmark 
and Germany, engage with ICES WGCRAB

• Develop social policy, and engage with GGGI to develop protocols for 
managing ghost / end of life gear and entanglement risks

• Increase interest and buy-in from the supply chain and key markets



Thank you and any 
questions?
alexcaveen86@gmail.com

FIP Chair: david@devoncrab.com 
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