
PRESENT
WHERE WE ARE NOW

POOR AND DECLINING WATER 
QUALITY IMPACTS THE SHELLFISH 
AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY AND 
CONSUMER CONFIDENCE MAKING 
SHELLFISH PRODUCTION EXPENSIVE 

KEY EUROPEAN MARKETS FOR EXPORT 
WERE LOST FOLLOWING BREXIT, POOR 
WATER QUALITY AND POOR REGULATION

UK SYSTEM OF 
CLASSIFICATION DIFFERS 
FROM EUROPEAN 
COMPETITORS DESPITE 
THE SAME LEGISLATION 
BEING IN FORCE CAUSING 
DISADVANTAGES IN THE UK 
SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE 
INDUSTRY

THE UK GOVERNMENT HAS UNSUPPORTIVE 
POLICIES WHICH STIFLE THE AQUACULTURE 
SECTOR. COUPLED WITH AN UNREALISTIC, 
UNSCIENTIFIC AND EXCESSIVE POLICY ON 
PACIFIC OYSTERS, WHICH IS SLOWLY 
DESTROYING THAT SECTION OF THE 
SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY

POOR WATER 
QUALITY

GOVERNMENT
POLICY

CLASSIFICATION

LACK OF
SUPPORT

EUROPEAN
MARKETS

AQUACULTURE IS STILL DEALT WITH AS AN 
AFTERTHOUGHT TO FISHERIES POLICY WHEN 
IN REALITY IT IS QUITE DIFFERENT AND TO 
GROW IT NEEDS DEDICATED SUPPORT

FARMED SHELLFISH PRODUCTION IN ENGLAND, 
WALES, AND NORTHERN ISLAND DECREASED 
BY 10% PER YEAR SINCE 2008 FROM 32,000T 
TO JUST 7,500T IN 2022 

FARM
PRODUCTION

-75%
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TO THE EU POLITICAL AGREEMENTS 
OVER DEPURATION AND SIMPLIFIED, 
INTEGRATED AND CHEAPER ONLINE 
CERTIFICATION

SIMPLIFY EXPORTS

DIRECTION
WHAT WE NEED TO GET THERE

INCREASING SUSTAINABLE 
HATCHERY CAPACITY, DEVELOPING 
CO-EXISTENCE WITH OTHER 
INDUSTRIES FOR BETTER SPATIAL 
MANAGEMENT AND SUPPORT 
CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION

ENCOURAGE GOVERNMENT TO DEVELOP A 
LONG-TERM POLICY FOR UK AQUACULTURE 
THAT RECOGNISES ITS ROLE IN FOOD SECURITY 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

ENSURE CLASSIFICATION IS FIT 
FOR PURPOSE, PROTECTING 
PUBLIC HEALTH AND DELIVERING 
INDUSTRY CONFIDENCE

SIMPLIFIED PROCESSES, LOCALISED 
POWERS AND INTEGRATED 
SYSTEMS, INCLUDING APPROPRIATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
MONITORING

STANDALONE 
AQUACULTURE
POLICY 

SIMPLIFY PERMISSIONS 
AND LICENSING

INVESTMENT IN SEWAGE 
TREATMENT AND WATERSHED 
MANAGEMENT

IMPROVE 
COASTAL
WATER QUALITY 

ROBUST
CLASSIFICATION 

REALISE THE VALUE FROM ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES WITH CARBON OFFSETTING 
AND INTEGRATION INTO THE UK’S 
GREEN FINANCE STRATEGY

CLEAR, PRAGMATIC AND 
FORWARD-LOOKING POLICY 
AND GUIDANCE ON THE USE 
OF PACIFIC OYSTERS

INTEGRATE SHELLFISH 
AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY 
INTO THE BLUE ECONOMY

VALUE ECOSYSTEM 
SERVICES

BLUE ECONOMY

INCREASE
PRODUCTION 

PRAGMATIC
POLICY

DIVERSIFY AND ADD VALUE TO 
SHELLFISH PRODUCTS BY 
DEVELOPING NEW MARKETS, 
PARTICULARLY IN SUPPLEMENTS

DEVELOPING
NEW MARKETS
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FUTURE
WHERE WE COULD BE

IMPROVED ACCESS FOR UK EXPORTS 
TO EU AND GLOBAL TRADE

GROWING EXPORTS

UK SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE INDUSTRY IS 
ACTIVELY SUPPORTED BY GOVERNMENT WITH 
APPROPRIATE REGULATION AND MANAGEMENT

GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT

GROWING ONE OF THE 
LOWEST CARBON FOODS 
KNOWN WILL HELP MEET 
CLIMATE TARGETS

REDUCING 
CARBON 
FOOTPRINT

CONTRIBUTING TO 
NATIONAL FOOD 
SECURITY AND 
IMPROVED DIETS

IMPROVED
HEALTH

INCREASING RURAL EMPLOYMENT 
AND SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC 
ACTIVITY CREATES MORE THAN 
4,000 REWARDING JOBS IN 
COASTAL COMMUNITIES

INCREASED
EMPLOYMENT

SUPPLY TO NON-FOOD MARKETS 
AND INCOME FROM SHELLS

ADDED-VALUE
PRODUCTS

BLUE ECONOMY

4,000JOBS

100,000T

SHELLFISH PRODUCTION MAKES A SUBSTANTIAL 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE BLUE ECONOMY, COASTAL 
COMMUNITIES AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION
WITH MORE THAN 100,000 TONNES PRODUCED ANNUALLY

SHELLFISH AQUACULTURE 
INDUSTRY IS A KEY PART OF THE 
UK’S FOOD PRODUCTION SECTOR 
AND FULLY VALUED FOR ITS 
LOW-CARBON FOOTPRINT AND 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

SHELLFISH
FARMING
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