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1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
Why data and information matter
• Good and accessible information on the aquaculture sector is essential from a 

number of viewpoints:
o Investors to understand the sector and the permitting environment.
o Regulators to simplify permitting and licensing procedures and ensure that 

regulations are proportional and fit for purpose. 
o Producer organisations to better understand the needs of their members to support 

sub-sector planning and regulator engagement. 
o Sector managers to understand the structure of the sector so they can provide 

targeted support and funding.
o Open data transparency on the sector performance will 
allay the fears and misunderstandings of the sector’s detractors. 
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1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
Why data and information matter
• More specifically:

• The BTA needed such a data system when discussing compensation post-COVID 
with Ministers.

• The information will allow display of spatial data in GIS form (live data through API)
• The system will help regulators manage situations in the event of a crisis (e.g. 

disease outbreak or pollution incident).
• Policy enquiries (sometimes via ministers) and public enquiries could be answered 

quickly via the portal.
• Display actual environmental performance rather than perceived (e.g. Antibiotics)
• Visual representation can demonstrate value to rural and coastal communities .
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1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
Current status of information provision in aquaculture. Data are held 
by different agencies in various formats:
• Cefas holds a ‘Public register of Aquaculture Production Businesses in 

England and Wales’.
• The FSA hold data on shellfish growing waters & classification.
• The EA & VMD hold data sets relating to environmental performance.
• Marine licences are held by the MMO for seaweed farms with locations.
• The Crown Estate hold information on leases & areas of CE 

responsibility (Duchy of Cornwall & Lancs)
• Seafish provides economic data and information on the UK sector
• Annual production statistics are collated annually by the FHI & distributed 

to various organisations (FAO, Defra) but there is currently no live or 
historical portal. 
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1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
In contrast Scotland is way ahead …

• Mapping of active & inactive sites, Shellfish 
water protected areas, Crown Estate lease 
areas & links to locational guidelines areas.

• Data on escapes, annual emissions, stock 
movements, permit conditions, site details 
and facilities, antimicrobial use & sea lice 
data.

• Resources including publications, linkages 
and a glossary.

SAGB, 14th July 2026 6



1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
Examples of online data portals
Aquaculture Information 
Management System in Ireland
• Mapping provides detailed mapping of 

aquaculture sites (spp., licensee, area) 
and associated features. AQUAMIS is 
linked to the Marine Institute’s ‘Marine 
Atlas’ which provides spatial mapping 
across the maritime domain. 

• Data is provided, but there are links to 
the aquaculture license and terms of 
operation for all sites. 

• The intent is to develop AQUAMIS into 
a ‘one-stop-shop’ for the aquaculture 
licence application process.
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1. Background to data and information on aquaculture in the UK
Examples of online data portals

• Mapping of aquaculture sites, 
mooring areas, municipalities and 
protected areas.

• Data by production area or 
municipality. Includes production 
capacity and level, maximum 
permitted biomass, sea lice levels, 
disease incidents, and escape 
numbers.

• Extensive maritime information 
on fisheries, weather, tides and 
marine spatial management data.
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2. The Project to build an Aquaculture Data Hub
Overview
• The objective is to deliver action (GR7) in the ministerially supported English 

Aquaculture Strategy (2020) which identified a lack of comprehensive information 
available to researchers, managers, policy makers and stakeholders. The website portal 
will provide the primary route for information relating to all aspects of marine and 
terrestrial aquaculture held by multiple agencies (as per Scotland’s site).

• The data hub will provide different levels of access e.g. both public and restricted.
• The current geographical scope is for data currently held by Cefas & the FHI (e.g. for 

England and Wales) but could be widened in future.
• The project was funded for 2025/26 by Defra IT development 
• The project is being implemented by Cefas in collaboration with the SAGB, BTA and 

Poseidon.
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3. Design of the Aquaculture Data Hub
Stakeholder data and information needs assessment
We launched an online stakeholder survey (Survey Monkey) with the 
intention being to:
• Ask stakeholders to provide their views on:

o The importance of different data and information types according to 
their needs;

o What other data and information might be useful for their businesses 
and customers; and

o Any concerns over putting some of this data into the public realm.

Provide a framework / specification of what information the hub 
might contain.
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4. Results Year 1
Following the survey Poseidon then:
• Compiled the results as an internal report to 

the project partners.
• Based on this report, Cefas then designed a 

framework /specification for an online 
portal that

• (i) responded to stakeholder data and 
information priorities as revealed by the 
survey 

• (ii) the current and planned data holdings of 
Cefas and other potential data providers.
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Mapping and Spatial display layers Regulatory Advice Linkages

Links to Trade Associations, Networks & Societies Links to Training, Educational and Jobs



4.0  Results Year 1
Cefas IT team developed a framework for the data hub   Cefas project staff can now manage the portal
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Aquaculture Portal now has active mapping and GIS functionality has been populated with some test data. 
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GIS points linked to site data
NOTE, restrictions will be placed on the level of access for different users
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Farm level detail available in case of crisis              Mock data on a particular site



5. Summary / Next steps for 26/27
• Location and Input of data as agreements progress with ALB’s 

resulting in a final working protype.
• Test the prototype with key sector stakeholders and 

representatives to fine tune before it goes live.
• The portal design and contents will continue to be developed and 

expanded in future years. 
• However, funding for year 2 didn’t materialise (a 10% reduction 

became 100%) due to other spending priorities.
• But, our collaboration agreed to continue working together on the 

project – looking for alternative funding sources (1 in progress)
• Thanks for time on survey ! 
• Expectation management
• Later than planned

SAGB, 14th July 2026 16



Thank you
Keith Jeffery  Keith.Jeffery@Cefas.gov.uk
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